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Approach to a Patient for Whose Care was Inadequate
Because of a Preconception

— The case of a patient who could live away from the hospital
temporarily after being instructed how to do the wash

Mieko Tooda Aya Yoshida and Tosiko Ogawa

Nakajo Hospital

The patient is a 42—year—old chronic schizophrenic male who had been hospitalized for
6 vears. He was idle every day, preferring to stay in bed. He did not answer us when
we tried to do someting or asked him something, but often blinked his eyes saying that
he did not feel good. He was in bed most of the time. We unconsciously began to have
the preconception that no matter what we said to him would he in vain and that we
could not care for him adequately. However, taking a long—term view we decided to
care for him without haste, and tried to adjust our pace of care to suit him. Since then
his life in the hospital has improved, and the result has been favorable.
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