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A case of pulmonary cryptococcosis diagnosed by a transbronchial
cytology smear test

Seiji Toda*", Takashi Tsukishiro*®, Katsumi Hirahara**, and Shin Ishizawa™"

A case of pulmonary cryptococcosis diagnosed by a transhronchial cytology smear test is
reported. The patient, a 68-year-old female, was found to have an abnormal nodular
shadow in the lower field of the right lung on chest X-ray during treatment of hypertension.
Haemophilus influenzae and Candida species were identified in a culture of bronchial
aspirate obtained during transbronchial cytology with a bronchofiberscope, but no
Cryptococcus neaformans was detected. By contrast, a smear test of the bronchial aspirate
revealed a few macrophages and multinucleated giant cells laden with several encapsulated
veast-like [ungi. Because the fungi were positive with alcian blue and mucicarmin stain,
the abnormal nodular lesion was concluded to be compatible with Cryplococens infection.
The nodular lesion had almost disappeared after 8 months of combined treatment of

Fungizone and Itrizole.

Key words:pulmonary cryptococcosis, transbronchial cytology, alcian blue stain,

mucicarmin stain
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