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UGI: upper gastrointestinal series

CF: colonofiberscopy
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A clinical study on another multiple primary cancer diagnosed
after surgery for carcinoma of the digestive system

Tokihiro Yoshikawa™, Hideo Kato™, Keiya Niikuni*, and Koichi Sasak™*

Sixty-seven cases (68 cancers) of another multiple primary cancer (AMPC) diagnosed
after cancer surgery of the digestive system were studied to assess clinical problems in
AMPC according to the interval between the first cancer and AMPC, the method of
diagnosis of AMPC, and treatment of these cancers. The incidence of AMPC was 4.1%
among patients operated for cancer of the digestive system. The organs of predilection
for AMPC were the colon {including rectum) and stomach. Sixty-one percent of the
AMPCs were diagnosed within two years after the first operation. We suspect that most
of the lesions were synchronous multiple primary cancers or synchronous multicentric
cancers that were missed during the preoperative examination. Many of the cases of
AMPC diagnosed during periodic postoperative follow-up examinations were early stage,
and about half of theses cases were treated by reduction of therapy, such as endoscopic
mucosal resection and partial resection, Periodic examination {at least once a year) after
cancer surgery may lead to early diagnosis of AMPC (including cases missed during
preoperative examination at the first operation) and reduction of treatment for AMPC.

Key words:another multiple primary cancer, metachronous multiple primary cancer, early
diagnosis of postoperative multiple primary cancer, pericdic postoperative examination

*Department of Surgery, Nagaoha Chio General Hospital
Futhuzwmi 2-1-5, Nagaoka, Niigata 940-8653





