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A patient presenting with an ileus-like symptom after eating
raw firefly squid

Koichi Furukawa*?, Takashi Kuroiwa*®, Noriyoshi Tada, and
Masakatsu Tsunashima*®

A d47-year-old man ate 10 raw firefly squids on April 29, 1996. He began to experience
upper abdominal pain on May 1 and consulted a nearby physician, The pain transiently
remitted after administration of an antispastic drug, but the upper sbdominal pain and
feeling of abdominal distention recurred and became exacerbated on May 2, and the
patient came to our department. Tenderness was noted in the upper abdomen when he
was examined in our department, and bowel sounds were weak. Blood biochemistry
studies showed an increased white blood cell count and mild elevation of CRP. Abdominal
plain X-ray images revealed a small amount of intestinal gas and niveau formation.
lleus was suspected, and the patient was admitted. The patient was fasted, and fluid
replacement was performed. Transient eosinophilia was observed, but it disappeared on
the third hospital day. Since the blood biochemistry findings and plain abdominal X-ray
images were normal on the sixth hospital day, the patient was discharged. The antibedy
titer of the serum collected on the 42nd day of illness was positive for spiruroid. In light
of these findings, we believe that acute abdomen was induced by spiruroid type-X larva
that parasitize the viscera of firefly squids and produced ileus-like symptoms.
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