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Assessment of an Effective Depressurization Bed — Through an actual case after surgery for multiple decubitus ulcers —

Original article

Assessment of an Effective Depressurization Bed
— Through an actual case after surgery for multiple decubitus ulcers —

Keiko Katayama®, Harue Morohashi*, Kiyoko Ohashi* and Tomoko Tada*

Abstract

We devised a device to provide postoperative care to a long-term bed-bound patient who had severe flexion
contractures of the extremities and had undergone surgery for decubitus ulcers at several sites. Because the
patient was at high risk for postoperative circulatory disturbances, suturefailure, and recurrence of decubitus
ulcers at the wound sites, and because of the great distress caused by changing position, we provided as-
sistance by devising a concave-type bed to relieve pressure on the wounds and make the patient more com-
fortable. The concave bed allowed reliable relief of pressure at the wound sites, i.e., the sacral area, the
greater trochanter area, and the ilial area, and it enabled just a few nurses to efficiently change the patient’s
position in addition to promoting wound healing. In the future it will be necessary to assess the width of
the concavity according to the physique, body type, and position of the patient. We would also like to mod-
ify the bed so that it can be used as a preventive device, notjust postoperatively. Wewereonce again reminded
of the importance of total assessment in decubitus ulcer care.

Key words: limb contracture, depressurization, position change, concave bed
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