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Original Article

Present conditions and problems of medical care and care
insurance service in Awashimaura Village

Murakami General Hospital, Rehabilitation department ;
Physical therapist", Neurosurgeon?

Yuka Saito”, Takeshi Fujimoto?, Tazunu Oda?, Akira
Koide?

Objective : Present island medical service was limited in
remotely-monitored checks and temporary dispen-
sary in July and August. Care insurance service
was provided 3 times a week and limited in day-
care services. Most patients certified as long-term
care need hospitalized in our hospital and there
was no member in need of nursing care certified
as 4th or 5th degree in the island. In this study we
investigated as follows : (1)the physical functional
level of patients to live in Awashimaura Village,
(2)levels of medical care and care insurance serv-
ice for patients returning to home care in their is-
land.

Study design: On our field work in the island we per-
formed hearing investigations from the clinic
nurses and village officer of care insurance about
above problems.

Results : Independent ambulation with or without supervi-
sion was necessary to return to home care from
hospitalization.

Conclusion : In the island a supervised independent am-
bulation was necessary to return to home care
from hospitalization. The biggest problem was
short of hands in addition to poor medical service
and care insurance one.

Key Words : isolated island, medical care, care insurance,
walking ability, return to home care
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