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Original Article
Usefulness of tissue marking by tattoo dyes for both the
histological tissue processing and the tissue orientation
during microscopic diagnosis.
Nagaoka Central General Hospital, Department of pathol-
ogy : Medical technologist!, pathologist?’

Hidehiro Haegawa'), Toshihiko Ikarashi?

Objective : We examined the useful application of tattoo
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dyes for histological tissue processing.

Study design: Several formalin-fixed surgical specimens
were stained with the dyes. We checked changes
of the stains of dyes during and after routine tissue
processing. Davidson marking system, Bradley
products, USA, was used as tattoo dyes.

Results : Dye marking was kept throughout tissue proc-
essing and microscopic examination for orienta-
tion. The dyes were most effective when applied
to smallest and difficult to find tissue. Cut ends of
many step-sectioned specimens from wide endo-

scopic mucosal resection tissue were easily ori-
ented with this staining procedure. Pathologist was
able to confirm the dyes by microscope.

Conclusion : Tissue staining with tattoo dyes was very
useful for medical technologists to handle various
specimens. These stains were, furthermore, effec-
tive for histological diagnosis with microscopic ex-
amination.

Key Words : dyes for tattoo, Davidson making system,
tissue marking, tissue processing
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