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Original Article

The prevention of pharmaceutical accidents caused by

misidentification of drugs between similar drug names in
Keinan General Hospital

Keinan General Hospital, Department of pharmacy ; Phar-
macist!, Jouetsu General Hospital, Department of phar-
macy ; Pharmacist?

Mikako Okui’, Ayumi Matsui’, Naoto Kuroyamal,
Naoko Maruyama®, Takahide Yamamoto?

Objective : We investigated the tendency of mistaking of
medicines in Department of pharmacy of Keinan
General Hospital to prevent our pharmaceutical ac-
cidents by misidentification of drug names.

Study design: We gathered the misidentification cases
for 3 years and 7 months from July in 2005 to
January in 2009, and took out ones that occurred
more than once a year to analyze.

Results : The misidentification combinations of drugs
were 19 ones, 14 of which were caused by their
drug name resemblance (70%). Mistaking of high
-risk drugs was only one set, consisted of 4 cases.

Conclusion : Both dispensers and auditors paid their at-
tentions to high-risk medicines adequately. On the
basis of this result, we should carry out several
procedures such as the caution notes on the medi-
cine shelves to prevent medical accidents.

Key Words : drugs of similar names, dispensing error,
high-risk medicine
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