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Case report
Trial of support nursing to educe the latent nursing ability

from the family members of the cancer patient of terminal
phase

Sado General Hospital, 4th-Floor Eastern Ward ; nurse
Narumi Simakura, Kasumi Kon

Purpose : Because of a current trend of family disintegra-
tion, we tried to get patient’s family involved in
supporting a cancer patient of terminal phase by
our attempt to demonstrate their latent nursing
ability.

Method : We associated with a cancer patient of terminal
phase and her family members actively, and sum-
marized their words and behaviors from the nurs-
ing record and the nursing practices. The extracted
contents were arranged and their emotional mean-
ings were given. We discussed a nursing support
based on the family’s latent potential disclosed by
creating meaning in this report.

Results : During a control period of pains, a goal of pain
relief was set and a direction of support was clari-
fied. And we took the communication with atten-
tive listening. During an exacerbation period, it
was important to grasp the family member’s un-
derstanding of disease, their desires of deathwatch,
and the key-person of their family with our assess-
ment sheets for nursing care. During a deathwatch
period, we recognized family member’s conditions
and support them with attentive hearing.

Conclusion : It is necessary that we should adequately
recognize the members of patient’s family and
support them.

Keyword : patient in the terminal phase of cancer, death-
watch period, family’s latent potential, care of
family, assessment of family
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