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Original article

Oral conditions of our inpatients required nursing assis-
tance based on the questionary survey to our nurses

Toyosaka Hospital, dentistry ; dental hygienist”, dentist?
Misako Takahashi!, Makio Imamura?, Emi Yamazaki®

Objective : We investigated the present conditions of the
mouth care of inpatients needing assistance in
Toyosaka Hospital to improve their oral hygiene.

Materials and methods : We performed the selective and
description-type anonymous questionary survey to
our 82 nurses, 37 years of average age and 12

years of average nursing experience, about oral
conditions of our inpatients required nursing assis-
tance.

Results :  All nurses recognized the need of the mouth
care, but 95% of nurses felt that the care was in-
adequate. About the mouth care tool, 82% of
nurses used a toothbrush for the patients of the
dentulous chin, and 94% of nurses used gauze and
a sponge brush to the patients with edentulous jaw.
A brush for mucosa was used in only 6 %. Also,
69% of nurses felt troublesome and required a co-
operation with dentistry in 59%.

Conclusions : Many nurses required the dentistry assis-
tance to improve inpatient oral hygiene on the re-
sult of this questionary survey. Dentistry should
cooperates with the ward nurses to establish the
more favorable oral care.

Key words : questionary survey to nurses, mouth care of
inpatients needing assistance, recognition of the
current conditions in mouth care
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