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Original article

Survey on the awareness of oral anticoagulants amongst
pharmacists registered by Niigata Prefectural Federation of
Agricultural Cooperatives for Health and Welfare and host-
ing of anticoagulants seminar, second report

Department of Pharmacy, Niigata Medical Center ; Phar-
macist’, Department of Cardiology ; Physician?, Depart-
ment of Pharmacy, Niigata Shirone General Hospital ;
Pharmacist”

Haruka Watanuki', Masahide Iwata”,

Masahide Yamashita®, Hirotaka Sugiura®, Kotaro Higuchi®

Objective : A survey was conducted on the awareness of
focus items for the correct understanding of antico-
agulant drugs, including anticoagulant warfarin and
novel anticoagulants (DOAC : direct oral antico-
agulants) .

Method : A survey was conducted on the amount of antico-
agulants used at Niigata Medical Center. Also, a
survey on awareness was conducted at Niigata Pre-
fectural Federation of Agricultural Cooperatives for
Health and Welfare for 61 registered pharmacists
using the semantic differential (SD) method in
2015, and for 54 registered pharmacists using the
Vas Analogue Scale (VAS) method in 2016. Fol-
lowing this, the relationship between the warfarin
group and the DOAC group was analyzed by cor-
relation analysis and multiple regression analysis.

Result : The results of the awareness survey on the focus
item for anticoagulants in hospital pharmacists
showed a greater level of focus on the warfarin
group compared to the DOAC group, and the level
of focus was found to be greater for the warfarin
group compared to the DOAC group in the order of
age group. The correlation between the warfarin
group and the DOAC group was found to be weaker
for the survey in 2016 in comparison with the sur-
vey in 2015.

Conclusion : A decrease in the number of patients pre-
scribed warfarin and the increase of evidence-based
prescriptions in the DOAC group were observed.
Contrary to the amount of use, the awareness survey
on anticoagulants in hospital pharmacists showed
higher awareness for the warfarin group. These
results suggested the importance of hosting the War-
farin/DOAC Clinical Conference Seminar for clinic
physicians and pharmacists for the wider use of
novel oral anticoagulants.

Key words : Warfarin, novel oral anticoagulants DOAC
(direct oral anticoagulants), hospital pharmacists,
Vas Analogue Scale questionnaire, correlation analy-
sis, multiple regression analysis, anticoagulants
seminar
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