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Original article
Tentative plan for the method of evaluating tongue paralysis

Department of Rehabilitation, Ojiya General Hospi-
tal ; Speech-language-hearing specialist
Hiroyuki Katagiri, Haruna Igarashi

Objective : The method of qualitatively evaluating tongue
paralysis was tentatively planned with reference to
Brunnstrom. The evaluation was implemented at the
hospital to investigate and discuss the tendencies or
correlation between the level of tongue paralysis,
speech clarity, and food format.

Method : Tongue paralysis was qualitatively evaluated in
106 patients (adult patients) hospitalized at Ojiya
General Hospital from September 2017 to Septem-
ber 2018 who requested ST. Following this, the
level of tongue, clarity of speech, and food format
were analyzed statistically using Spearman’s rank
correlation coefficient.

Conclusion : A significant correlation was observed
between the tongue level and speech clarity, as well
as food format.

Future investigations are planned on the validity and reli-
ability of the tongue level.

Key words: Tongue paralysis, qualitative evaluation,
Brunnstrom, pseudobulbar palsy
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