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Original article

Current situation and tasks in mammography at Niigata
Prefectural Federation of Agricultural Cooperatives for
Health and Welfare

Department of Radiology, Nagaoka Chuo General Hospi-
tal ; Radiological Technologist
Sayuri Maruyama

Objective : To gain an understanding of the current situa-
tion regarding mammography at Niigata Prefectural
Federation of Agricultural Cooperatives for Health
and Welfare and to clarify the challenges that need
to be overcome in order to provide mammography
with precision control.

Method : A survey on the circumstances of imaging, status
of device introduction, quality and precision control,
and status of accreditation was conducted in facili-
ties of Niigata Prefectural Federation of Agricultural
Cooperatives for Health and Welfare who provide
mammography.

Results : At least half of the devices had passed 10 years of
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use. Two-thirds of the devices were computed radi-
ography (CR) system), and delays were observed
in the introduction of digital radiography (DR). For
the output (diagnostic) method, progress was made
in the change to soft copy (monitor) diagnosis. The
state of implementation of quality control was found
to be traditionally positive ; however, monitor con-
trol was delayed. Only a few facilities obtained
accreditation for facility image evaluations (herein-
after referred to as “facility accreditation”) by the
Japan Central Organization on Quality Assurance of
Breast Cancer Screening.

Conclusion : With consideration for the current situation

Key words :

regarding the aging of devices, the survey clarified
the need to promote the introduction of the latest DR
system, as well as to implement quality control suit-
able for the new system and promote the acquisition
of facility accreditation. Urgent action is required
not only at the individual facilities but also to share
the current situation and goals across the entire
Niigata Prefectural Federation of Agricultural Coop-
eratives for Health and Welfare and to obtain the
necessary knowledge and techniques.

Mammography, DR system, quality and preci-
sion control
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