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Original article

Investigation of the MRSA isolation rate and the amount of
hand sanitizer used in 15 institutions of the Niigata Prefec-
tural Federation of Agricultural Cooperatives for Health and
Welfare

Department of Pharmacy, Sado General Hospital ; Pharma-
cist’, Infection Subcommittee, Pharmacy Committee of
Niigata Prefectural Federation of Agricultural Cooperatives
for Health and Welfare ; Pharmacist”

Naoki Tsuruma®’, Hiroki HosokawaZ), Kazuya Watanabezj,
Kayoko Yamada”, Mitsunori IshikawaZ), Junko NiwanoZ),
Yumiko AidaZ), Shoko Ishikawa”, Takahiro Akatsuka®, Emi
Honma?, Yuko Eguchi®, Nobuya Yamamoto”

Objective : Disinfection of hands and fingers using alcohol
is strongly recommended for the prevention of
medical care-related infections and the amount of
hand sanitizers used is used as an indication of pre-
venting contact infection. In this study we investi-
gated the correlation between the isolation rate of
methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA)
and the amount of hand sanitizers used at 15 institu-
tions of the Niigata Prefectural Federation of Agri-
cultural Cooperatives for Health and Welfare.

Results : No strong correlation was observed between hand
sanitizers and the MRSA isolation rate. There was a
13.7-fold difference in the amount of hand sanitizer
used between the institutions.

Conclusion : We concluded that it was important to provide
feedback about the data obtained in this study to
each institution for utilization at the respective insti-
tutions.

Keywords : Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
(MRSA) hand sanitizer hand cleaner
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