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Original article

Changes in the Learning of Nursing Students Before and
After Geriatric Nursing Practical Training I: Report Analy-
sis with Students’ Perspective on the Elderly People

Department of Education, Sado School of Nursing; Full-
time teaching staff
Satoshi Yagawa

Objective : The perspective (impression) of elderly people
affects the quality and content of nursing care by
those involved in geriatric nursing care. For this
reason, the study of geriatric nursing care with a
multifaceted perspective and understanding of
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elderly people is thought to be a challenge in basic
nursing education. This study aims to investigate the
changes in learning through Geriatric Nursing Prac-
tical Training I with a focus on the nursing students’
perspective on elderly people.

Study design : The study was conducted on reports on the
perspective of elderly people by 33 students at a
nursing school for Geriatric Nursing and Assistance
Theory 11T (later part of the second year of the
course) and Geriatric Nursing Practical Training I
(up to the later part of the third year of the course).
Extraction of frequently used terms and co-occur-
rence network analyses were performed using metri-
cal text analysis software, and this was used as the
basis of the comparative investigation on the stu-
dents’ perspective on elderly people before and after
the practical training.

Results : 1. Comparison of the 50 most frequently appear-
ing terms before and after the practical training
The terms that increased in frequency from before
to after the practical training were “subject,” “fam-
ily,” “strength,” “knowing,” “background,” and
“learning.” Meanwhile, the terms which decreased
in frequency from before to after the practical train-
ing were “impression,” “many,” “society,” “strong,”
“negative,” “live,” and “identifying.”

2. Comparison of co-occurrence network analysis
before and after the practical training

Groups of terms relating to “age-related changes in
physical functions,” “negative impression on the
elderly people,” “group of words on life experiences
and knowledge,” and “learning by the student” were
observed before the practical training. Meanwhile,
groups of terms related to “age-related changes in
physical functions,” “negative impression,”
“strengths of the elderly people,” “diverse values in
the elderly people,” and “historical background of
the person” were observed after the practical train-
ing.

Conclusion : The students’ perspective on elderly people
before and after Geriatric Nursing Practical Training
I included the impression of physical frailty while
also involving changes in individual learning on the
strength of elderly people in the mental and social
aspects from the perspective as living people.

Key words : Nursing students, practical training in geriatric
nursing care, perspective on elderly people
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