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Original article

Investigation of Visiting Dental Practice in Department of
Dentistry and Oral Surgery at Agano Shimin Hospital: Dis-
coveries from the Standpoints of Dental Hygienists

Department of Dentistry and Oral Surgery, Agano Shimin
Hospital; Dental hygienist”, Dentist”

Mikiko Yamaguchi', Misako Takahashi”, Kiyomi Sato"’,
Hiroki Kushiro”, Mie Tsujiuchi”

Objective : The actual circumstances regarding visiting
dental practice in the Department of Dentistry and
Oral Surgery at Agano Shimin Hospital was investi-
gated to identify the issues going forward.

Study design : The study was conducted with 150 patients
who received visiting dental care from April 2009 to
October 2021 with an investigation of the items that
included sex, age, chief complaint, details of treat-
ment, underlying conditions, and the party request-
ing dental care.

Results : The study was conducted with 35 males and 115
females aged 57 to 101 years with the age group of
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80 to 89 years occupying 52.7% of the study popu-
lation. Common underlying conditions included
dementia, cerebrovascular disorders, and cardiac
disorders. Chief complaints frequently reported were
those related to dentures, reported in 61 patients,
while the number of patients with specific oral care
was low at 22 patients. Treatment details were those
related to dentures in 76 patients, extraction of loose
teeth in 49 patients, and specialist oral care in 34
patients. The party requesting care was family mem-
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bers for 57 patients.

Conclusion : The result of this investigation showed that
elderly people requiring nursing care have difficulty
recognizing deterioration of oral hygiene in them-
selves, suggesting the necessity for periodic oral
assessment and standardization of oral care tech-
niques.

Key words : Visiting dental practice, specialist oral care,
elderly people requiring nursing care
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